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any age or sex, but seems to depend upon failing nutritive
power.

"In only one case was there not some tolerably sure indica-tion of general or local failure of vital powers in other parts
besides the stomach. This is a point of very considerable im-
portance. The ulcerative process in the stomach seems to me
to resemble very strongly that which takes place in the cornea
in cases of deficient general power. There is manifestly an
arrest of the normal assimilative action, the natural tissue is
not nourished, but deliquesces, and is absorbed or flows off."
The epithelial contents of the tubes are liable to the following

changes: fatty degeneration, simple wasting, black discolora-
tion.

"These are all that mere inspection can distinguish, but it
is almost certain that other not less important alterations take
place, affecting the vital endowments and qualities of the
epithelium." "

The other morbid conditions investigated and illustrated
with much clearness and success are, "softening," "fibroid

thickening of the tissues subjacent to the mucous membrane,"
and "cancerous disease."

The work concludes with a most instructive and highly I
practical series of clinical observations, illustrating both the I
pathology and the treatment of the various form of diseases of
the stomach.

Any elaborate praise of the design or execution of this work
is superfluous. The earnest student, and the scientific practi-
tioner, will not fail to appreciate its great merit and usefulness.
Strongly recommending the book to our readers, we close it

for the present, but feel assured that we ourselves shall often
turn to it again for information and assistance in encountering
the difficulties" of the stomach.

Foreign Department.
THE ALLEGED CURE OF CANCER.

M. LANDOLFI, chief surgeon of the Neapolitan army, has of
late attracted much attention in Italy and Germany, having
seemingly cured cancer by means of the topical use of chlo-
ride of bromine, in combination with several other chlorides.
This success has produced such sensation as to induce the Em-
peror of the French to give the author six beds at the Salpe-
triere Hospital, (where the insane and aged of the female sex
are admitted,) to afford him a fair opportunity of proving the
efficacy of the remedy. This is the right, practical, and sen.
sible way of dealing with such questions. Zv are, in the
meanwhile, bound to state that 7/ t/MOM -J-r6diectle, of May 1st,
1855, contains a letter from M. Leriche, of Lyons, who says
that he has strong doubts about the actual 6oM’t fide cancer
having ever been cured by the above-named application, as he
has steadily used the chloride of bromine for ten months, in
various cases of cancer, without having succeeded in warding
off the fatal issue of this formidable disease.
The formula, of the paste used by M. Landolfi is the follow-

ing : Chloride of bromine, three parts ; chloride of zinc, two
parts ; chloride of antimony, one part; chloride of gold, 1 part;
powder of liquorice, sufficient to make into a paste. The prin-
cipal agent is the chloride of bromine, which has lately been
used by itself. Cancers of the skin, the epithelial variety,
lupus, &c, are treated by a combination of chloride of bro-
mine with basilicon ointment. M. Landolfi’s view is to change
a malignant ulceration into a simple one. For this purpose he
formerly left a piece of linen spread with the paste as long as
a fortnight upon the part, but now he uses imbricated pieces of
lint similarly spread, and leaves them only twenty-four hours.
The surrounding parts are protected by an ointment composed
of one drachm of chloroform to an ounce of axonge. The author
considers that the chloride of bromine acts, not only topically,
but that the specific is absorbed and aids the cure. Hence he

gives, as an adjuvant, a certain number of pills which contain
a minute proportion of the chloride. When the pledgets
spread with the caustic paste are taken off, after the above-
mentioned twenty-four hours, a line of demarcation is observed
which separates the altered from the healthy tissues. Bread
poultices are then applied, or else lettuce leaves, or basilicon
ointment, which should be changed every three hours, until

the eschar is thrown off, which event takes place from the
eighth to the fifteenth day.
Numerous experiments have been made in Italy and

Germany, and some ’successful cases have been recorded.
It should be added, that there is much fairness about
the proceedings; M. Landolfi does not choose the cases, is
anxious to make the remedy extensivelv known, and publishes
the unfavourable as well as the favourable results. The Com-
mittee appointed in Paris to report respecting the experiments
at the Salp&ecirc;tri&egrave;re, is composed of the Physicians of the hos-
pital, Drs. Moissenet, Cazalis, and Manec, assisted by MM.
Mounier, Broca, and Furnari. This report will be an important
document, as the diagnosis will no doubt be very carefully
made ; but the question of recurrence can only be solved by
investigations spreading over several years.

CAUTERIZATION WITH THE PLATINUM WIRE HEATED BY A

GALVANIC CURRENT.

M. PRILIPPEAUX has published, in the Gauette M&eacute;dicale de
Lyon, an able article, in which he passes in review the works
and practice of those surgeons who have advocated and used
the heated platinum wire for the treatment of various kinds of
fistulas, and in cases where ablation and cauterization are called
for. In the historical sketch, M. Philippeaux mentions M.
Fabr6 Palaprat, who was the first to employ the platinum wire
heated by. the galvanic current, his purpose being to make
moxas. The mode of operating has been described by M.
Becquerel, in his treatise " On Electricity and Magnetism."
This method was, however, neglected for a long time, when
Heider, in 1845, cauterized in this manner inflamed dental
nerves, upon the advice of Professor Stenhell. M. Gustavus
Crnssel published afterwards several successful cases, especially
one of an erectile tumour of the forehead, and a second of a
urinary fistula. Then came Mr. John Marshall, of University
College Hospital, whose cases were made known in the
"Mirror" of this journal, (THE LANCET, vol. i. 1851, p. 546,)
and the thirty-fourth volume of the Medico-Chirurgical
"Transactions." " M. Nelaton has also used the wire in the
treatment of subcutaneous erectile tumours, M. Leroy
d’Etiolles in stricture of the urethra, and M. Amussat, jun.,
in ranula, and in ulceration of the cervix uteri. The latter
surgeon has introduced the use of variously-shaped clamps, to
keep the parts to be cauterized or removed in situ. The last
author to be mentioned is M. Middelkopf, of Breslau, who has
published a monograph on the subject, (" Galvanic Cauteriza-
tion," Breslau, 1854.) In this work M. Philippeaux found the
details above quoted, and he states that M. Middelkopf has
considerably improved the mode of operating, and showed that
the wire may be used in a variety of cases. M. Philippeaux,
desirous of testing the value of the platinum method, made a
series of experiments on the dead body, animals, and the living
subject, which he summarily mentions, and then comes to the
conclusion that the galvanic cauterization has been too much
extolled, closing his memoir by these remarks :-First, the

platinum wire, heated by the galvanic current, cauterizes but
very superficially; secondly, haemorrhage frequently follows a
section with the wire; the latter is by far inferior to the hot
iron or the ordinary caustics, and does not possess the advan-
tages ascribed to it by the authors who have advocated its use.

Contemporary Medical Literature.
THE CONNEXION BETWEEN RHEUMATISM, ENDOCARDITIS, AND

CHOREA.

THIS subject has of late years engaged the attention of some
of our most eminent modern practitioners. There is still, how-
ever, considerable difference of opinion as to the relation the
above diseases bear to each other....... Three chief explanations
have been offered of it. It has been said, first, that when
chorea supervenes, there is a marked disposition of the rheu-
matic affection to recede from the joints, and attack the internal
fibro-serous membranes, and that, therefore, when we have
chorea as a complication, we might infer the existence of the
inflamed spinal theca. This theory might appear to receive
some support from the case narrated to the Belfast Pathological
Society, inasmuch as the joints were not so acutely affected as
is usual, and the severity of the spasms causing even opisthotonos,
led to the suspicion of the spinal cord being considerably en-
gaged. The second theory is that the cardiac affection may
operate as an excentric cause, producing irritation of the afferent
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nerves, and upon the principle of the reflex function, thus ori
ginate the irregular movements. The third and latest view
regarding chorea as a blood-disease, looks upon the association
of rheumatism, cardiac complication, and chorea, as owing to
these maladies being the concomitant effects of the same cause
-namely, the specific disorder of the circulating fluids.-Mr.
JOHNSTON, ’1’ranscsctions of Be7fast Pathological Society.

NECESSITY FOR CAUTION IN MEDICO-LEGAL INQUIRIES.

I proceeded to examine the body, in which I found no lesion
of structure, or appearance of inflammation; I removed the
stomach for analysis of its contents, and having been suddenly
called away, I took a piece of room-paper, (the room being
papered,) wrapped up the stomach in the inside of the paper,
and locked it in a cupboard until the next day, when, with
Dr. Andrews’ assistance, I proceeded to analyze its contents.
A trace of morphine was obtained, but not so much as enabled
me to say that the child had got sufficient to cause its death;
but on testing the fluid in the stomach for arsenic, it showed
distinctly that arsenic teas present in pretty large quantity.
As the symptoms which I found the child had had were not
those of poisoning by that mineral, and finding no mark of in-
flammation, I felt that I could not go forward and prove that
the child died in consequence of its exhibition. Being at a loss
to account for its presence, I immediately thought that the
paper might contain arsenic. I brought a piece of it in which
had been thrown out in the yard, and found that a yellow colour
in the printed paper contained a large quantity. It was at once
evident that the stomach, though placed on the opposite side
of the paper, had absorbed it during the night through its coats,
and the fluid it contained had been thereby impregnated.&mdash;Mr.
AlCEIN lt sitpra. 

---

EMPLOYMENT OF A NOVEL BOUGIE, AND CONSEQUENCES.

A MAN who had a stricture of some years’ standing was in
the habit of passing an instrument of his own construction.
It consisted of a common enema pipe, made of bone, about six
inches in length, to which, not being long enough for his pur-
pose, he attached a piece of quill, of about an inch and a half
in length, the entire length of the instrument being seven
inches and a half. This novel species of catheter he was in
the habit of using almost daily for upwards of two years.
However, one day, while using it, in the horizontal posture,
it escaped from his fingers, and passed up into the urethra;
and his efforts to withdraw it only had the effect of pushing it
further in, and the quill extremity being towards the orifice, it
caught the walls of the urethra, and prevented the exit of the
instrument. In this way it was gradually forced up, until the
point could be felt projecting just in front of the anus ’. The
man was in a horrible state of suffering, and it was necessary
to afford him relief on the spot. Not having a proper forceps
at hand, he (Mr. Colles) caused the patient to be placed on the
table in the position for lithotomy, and having introduced a
grooved staff along the urethra, until it reached the obstruc-
tion, cut down immediately in front of the rectum, passing
through the integuments and superficial sphincter muscle in
the median line, and pushing the knife directly parallel with
the rectum for about half an inch, the point entered the groove
of the staff, and then having withdrawn the latter, managed,
with the aid of a dressing-forceps, to dislodge the end of the
quill from its place in the bottom of the urethra, and ultimately
to extract it.-MR. CoLLES ill Report of Surgical Society of
Ireland.

THE EAST INDIA MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,--I observe in your number for the 2nd of June, a letter
from a Bengal Assistant-Surgeon, complaining of the medical
department of the Bengal Presidency. After a service of nearly
twenty years in the Madras Presidency, I can most fully con-
firm all he says, with this in addition-that in Madras the
medical service is decidedly worse off than in Bengal. The
average number of years, for a long time past, for promotion
to full surgeon, has been sixteen, seventeen, and, a few years
ago, between 1840 and 1850, assistant-surgeons were six or
seven years on the supernumerary or 

" doing duty" list, having
only the pay and allowance of a lieutenant-viz., 225 rupees
per month, thirty rupees being added to this when on full
batta-something less than X300 per annum, allowing liberally
for the exchange. A bachelor may certainly live on this tole-
rably well in 8ubaltcrn fashion, but a family man certainly

cannot. The full pay of an assistant-surgeon, when in charge
of a regiment, is under 400 rupees a month, on half batta, out of
which a married man in India will find he has nothing to
spare, and should he or his family fall sick, a contingency
which amounts almost to a certainty, he will inevitably be
thrown into debt; and a man once in debt, in India, early in
his career, is a ruined man. The fact is, that a medical officer
in India, from first to last, can only, upon an average, manage
to pay his way by a strict economy, and if sickness should
assail him to any unusual extent, he cannot even do that.
Much has been said of late of the unsatisfactory state of the

medical department of the royal army, all of which and more
may be fairly stated of the medical service of the East India
Company. As a body, the medical department in the Com-
panv’s service has no influence, and is looked upon and treated
as decidedly inferior to the rest of the service. They have an
unlimited number of masters, and the youngest ensign in a
regiment thinks himself superior, and does, in fact, command
the medical officer, whatever the rank or standing of the latter
may be as a regimental officer. From the very nature of
their duties, medical officers are more or less the natural anta-
gonists of the commanding officers and adjutants ; and the
consequence is, they look upon them with suspicion and
jealousy, and often take every opportunity of lessening their
importance in the regiment, and annoying them by interference
in their professional duties. Should the doctor remonstrate,
he converts passive into active and dangerous enemies ; in
short, he has nothing for it but to yield to any tyrannical order
which the commanding officer may choose to issue. The life
of a medical officer in India is a life of monotony and slavery,
or, on the other hand, if he shows the ordinary independence
of an Englishman, or the spirit of a gentleman, in refusing to
submit to a system of injustice and tyranny, he becomes a
,ma),7,ed man, and if lie lives through the persecution which
he is sure to meet with, he may consider himself fortunate.
No medical man should think of embarking in such a service,
unless he has entirely failed in procuring a subsistence in
Europe. No man of any independent feeling should enter
the service, and no man who takes any interest in his profes-
sion should go to India in the Company’s service. He will find
no stimulus to exertion there; and if he cannot help exerting
himself, from the natural energy of his character and the love
of his profession, he will find no reward, but often quite the
reverse. The best man for India, as an assistant-surgeon, is
one who has neither spirit nor ability, for both are at a dis-
count and misplaced there; he should be one who can fawn
and cringe, and bear every indignity offered him with meek-
ness, and even good humour; he should make up his mind to
meet with bullying and ingratitude from his equals, and to be
treated with contempt and tyranny by his superiors. And
let him make up his mind also that he will have no considera-
tion or redress from the Hon. Court of Dircctors, whatever
injustice he may have suffered, unless he has " a friend at
court!" I am persuaded that very few men would enter
the medical service of the East India Company, if they
had the remotest idea of its realities; for, even in a pecu
niary point of view, with the exception of some half-dozen
staff appointments at the Presidency, there is nothing to
induce a man to quit his home, his friends, and everything that
can make life worth having, for a country where there is no
real enjoyment-where, if he happen to live out his term of
service, he has almost infallibly lost his health and capacity
for enjoyment ; where he has spent all the best years of his
life either, as a solitary bachelor, in dissatisfaction and
monotony, or, as a married man, separated for the greater por-
tion of his time either from his wife or his children, or both;
and if he return to England after his twenty or thirty years’
exile, he finds himself like a fish out of water--with neither
friends who care for him, or for whom he cares. His whole
life, in short, he finds, when too late, has been a sacrifice, and
a sacrifice for which nothing can afterwards compensate. And
all for what? What has he realised, even under the most
favourable circumstances, but the means of living in ordinary
decency by doing nothing? ? He gets X200 or X’00 per annum
from the Government, and as much from his fund, which latter
he has himself subscribed for.

I could write folios, Sir, of the persecutions, indignities, and
distress which a man is almost sure to meet with in going out
to India as an assistant-surgeon ; but it may suffice to say, as
a warning to my younger brethren, that after my own ex-

perience-and I have not been worse off, I believe, than most
others-nothing would induce me, if I had my time over

again, to enter the East India Company’s Service.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
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